The technique of restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP) analysis has been used to study the molecular epidemiology of Vibrio cholerae (3) (4) (5) . Using this technique, we were able to distinguish indigenous and exogenous strains of V. cholerae collected in Hong Kong from 1970 (5) . Figure 1 shows the RFLP ease hospital in Hong Kong. With inadequate disposal of discharge from the large number of patients, the organism was subsequently isolated from the effluent of that hospital. The isolated strain had an RFLP pattern identical to that of strains isolated directly from the patients. Subsequently, three confirmed indigenous cases occurred in Hong Kong shortly after the outbreak. The patients involved had no known contact with the patients involved in the outbreak. V. cholerae isolated from them had the same RFLP pattern as had that which caused the outbreak. This organism may have originated from the People's Republic of China, because the same strain was also isolated from three local residents returning from the People's Republic of China and a Vietnamese refugee arriving in Hong Kong via the People's Republic of China during that same time period. Indeed, many Vietnamese refugees interned in the temporary camp in Tai Ah Chau had traveled overland via the People's Republic of China to Hong Kong, and it is possible that some of them might have acquired the infection en route. These findings emphasize the importance of proper disposal of discharge from cholera patients, the lack of which may have resulted in overloading of the environment in the immediate vicinity of the hospital and risking spread to the community.
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